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Report of the Medical Council of the Royal Fennerian So- 
ciety, in Vindication of Cow-Pox Inoculatton. 


T a special meeting of the board of directors, held at the 

“X Central House of the society, No. 14, Salisbury-square, 
Vleet-street. 

The report of the medical council, on the subject of vaccine 
inoculation, having been laid betore the board, 

Resolved, 

That the same be immediately printed, under the direction 
of the medical council, and that they be requested to subjoin 
their individual signatures to the report for publication. 

{Extract from the minutes.] 


CHARLES MURRAY, Secretary. 





REPORT. 


The medical council for the royal Jennerian society having 
been informed, that various cases had occurred, which excited 
prejudices against vaccine inoculation, and tended to check the 
progiess of that important discovery in this kingdom, appointed 
a committee of twenty-five of their members, to inquire, not 
only into the nature and truth of such cases, but also into the 
evidence respecting instances of small-pox, alleged to have oc- 
curred twice in the same person. 

In consequence of this reference, the committee made dili- 
gent inquiry into the history of a number of cases, in which it 
was supposed that vaccination had failed to prevent the small- 

ox, and also of such cases of smnall-pox, as were stated to have 
saat subsequently to the natural or. inoculated small- 
pox. 
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In the course of their examination, the committee learned, 
that epinions and assertions had been advanced and circulated, 
wlict charged the cow-pox with rendering paticnts liable to 
particular diseases, frightful in their appearance, and hitherto 
unknown, and judging such opinions to be connected with the 
question, as to the etticacy of the practice, they thought it in- 
cumbent upon them to examine also into the validity of these 
injuriows statements respeeting vaceination. 

After a very minute investigation of these subjects, the re- 
sult of their inquirics has been submitted to the medical coun- 
cil; and, from the report of the committee, it appears— 

I. That most of the cases which have been brought forward, as 
instances of the failure of vaecination to prevent the-simall-pox, 
and which have been the subjects of public attention and con- 
versation, are either wholly unfounded, or grossly nmiisrepre- 
sented. 

2. That some of the cases are now allowed, by the very 
persons who first related them, to have becu erronéously 
stated. , ' 

2. That the statements of such of those cases as are pub- 
lished, have, for the inost, part, been carefully investigated, 
ably discussed, and fully refuted, by different writers on the 
subject. 

4. That, notwithstanding the most incontestible; proofs ot 
such misrepresentations a few medical men have persisted in 
repeatedly bringing the same unfounded and refated reports 
and misiepresentations before the public, thus perversely and 
disingenuously labouring to excite prejudices against  vacci- 
nation. 

5. That in some printed accounts adverse to vaccination, in 
which the writers bad ne authenticated facts to support the opi- 
nions they advanced, nor any reasonable i- suments to maintain 
them, the subject has been treated with indecent and disyusting 
levity ;. asif. the gaod or evil of society were fit objects for sar- 
easm and ridicule. 

6. That when the practice of vaccination was first introduced 
and recommended by Dr. Jenner, many persoas, who had ne- 
ver seen the effects of the vaccine fluid on the haman system, 
who were almost wholly unacquainted with the history of vac- 
cination, the characteristic marks of the genuine vesicle, and 
the cantions necessary to be observed in the management of it, 
and were, therefore, incompetént to decide whether patients 
were properly vaccinated or not, nevertheless yentured to inocu- 
late for the eow-pox. 

7. ‘Yhat many persons have been declared duly vaccinated, 
when the operation was performed in a very negligent and un- 
skilful manner, and when the inoculator did not afterwards seé 
the patients, and therefore could pot ascertain whether infection 
had 
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had taken place or not ; aud that to this cause are certainly to 
be attributed inany of the cases adduced in proof of the inefli- 
cacy. of cow-pox. ; ; 

8. ‘That some cases have been brought before the committee, 
on which they could form no decisiye opinion, from the want of 
necessary information as to the regularity of the preceding vac- 
cination, or the reality of the subsequent appearance of the 


small-pox. 

9. Phav it is admitted by the committee, that a few cases 
have been brought before them, of persons having the small- 
pox, who had appareutly passed through the cow-pox in 4 re- 
gular way. 

10. That cases, supported by evidence equally strong, have 
been also brought before them, of persons who, after having 
ence regularly, passed through the small-pox, either by. ino- 
eulation or natural infection, have had that disease a second 
time. 

11. That in many cases, in which the small-pox has oc- 
curred a second time, after inoculation or the natural disease, 
such recurrence has been particularly severe, and often fatal ; 
whereas, when it has appeared to occur after vaccination, the 
disease has generally been so mild, as to lose some of its cha- 

racteristic marks, and cyen soinetimes to render the existence 
doubtful. 

12. Phat itis a fact well ascertained, that, in some particur 
lar states of certain constitutions, whether vaccine or variolous 
matter be employed, a local disease ouly will be excited by ino- 
culation, the constitution remaining unafleeted ; yet that matter 
taken from such local vaccine or variolous pustule is capable oi 
producing a general and perfect disease. 

3. That if a person,. beariug the strougest and most indu- 
bitable marks ef having had the sinall-pox, be repeatedly indcu- 
Jated for that disease, a pustule may be produced, the matter of 
syhich will communicate the discase to those who have net been 
previously infected. 

l4. That, although it is dificult to determine precisely the 
pumber of exceptions to the practice, the uacdical council are 
fully convinced, that the failure of vaccination, as a prevputive 
of the smail-pox, is a very rare occurrence, 

15. That of the immense number who have been vaccinated 


4n the army and navy, in different parts of the united king 


dom, and in every quarter of the globe, scareely any instances 


of such failure have becn reported. to the committee, but those 


which are said to have occurred in the metropolis, or its vici- 
nity. 

16. That the medical council are fully assured, that in very 
many places, 3n.which .the small-pox raged with great violenéé, 
the disease has been speedily and effectually arrested in its piro- 
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gress, and in some populous cities wholly exterminated, by the 
practice of vacciaation. ' 

17. That the practice of inoculation for the small-pox, on its 
first introduction into this country, was opposed and very much 
retarded, in consequence ot misrepresentations and arguments 
drawn from assumed facts, and of miscarriages arising from the 
want of correct information, similar to those now broaght tor- 
ward against vaccination, so that nearly fifty years elapsed before 
small-pox inoculation was fully established. 

18. ‘That, by a reference to the bills of mortality, it will ap- 
pear, that to the unfortunate neglect, of vaccination, and to the 

rejudices raised against it, we may, in a great measure, attri- 
foots the loss of nearly two thousaad lives by the small-pox, in 
this metropol:s'‘alone, within the present year. 

19. That the few instances ‘of failure, either in the inocula- 
tion of the cow-pox, or of the smail-pox, onght not to be con- 
sidered us objections to either practice, but merely as deviations 
from the ordinary course of nature. 

20. That if a comparison be made between the preservative 
effects of vaccination, and those of inoculation for. the small 
pox, it would be necessary to tuke into account the greater nuny- 
ber ot persons who had been vaccinated within a given ‘time; 
as itis probable that, within the last seven years, nearly as many 
persons have been inoculated jor the cow-pox, as were ever ino- 
éulated for the small-pox, since the practice was introduced into 
this kingdom. 

21. ‘That, from: all the facts which they have been able to col- 
lect, it appears to the medical council, that the cow-pox is gene- 
rally mild and harmless in its effects; and that. the few cases, 
which have been alleged against this opinion, may be fairly. at- 
tributed to peculiarities of constitution. 

22. That many well-known cutaneous diseases, and some 
scrophulous complaints, have been represeated as the effects 
of vaccine inoculation, when in fact they originated from 
other causes, and in many instances occurred long after vacci- 
nation; and that such diseases are infinitely less frequent after 
vaccination, than after cither the natural or inoculated small- 
pox, 

Having stated these facts, and made these observations, the 
medical council eannot conclude their report upon a subject so 
highly important and interesting to all classes of the commu- 
nity, without making this solemn declaration :-— 

“ ‘That, ia their opinion, tounded on their own individual ex- 
perience, and the information which they have been able to 
colleci from that of others, mankind have already derived great 
and incalculable benefit from the discovery of vaccination : and, 
that it is their tull belief, that the sanguine expectations of ad- 
vantage 
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vantage and security, which have been formed from the inocu- 
Jation of the cow-pox, will be ultimately and completely ful- 


filled.” 
(Signed) 
. D. president 


D. VuP. 


Ed. Jenner, 
J.C. Lettsom, M. 
John Ring, V. P. 
Joseph Adams, M. D. 
John Addington 

C. R. Aikin 

Wm. Babington, M. D. 
M. Baillie, M. D: 

W. Blair 

Gil. Blane, M. D. 

Isaac Buxton, M. D. 
William Cham berlaine. 
John Clarke, M.D. 

Astley Cooper 

Wim. Daniel Cordell 
Richard Croft, M. D. 
Thomas Denman, M. D. 
John Dimsdale 

Henry Field 

Edward Ford 

Joseph Fox 

William M. Fraser, M. D. 
William Gaitskell 

William Hamilton, M. D. 
John Hingeston 


January 2, 1806. 


Everard Home 
Robert Hooper,-M. D. 
Joseph Hurlock 
Jonn Jones 
Thomas Key 
Francis Knight 
E. Leese ; 
B. Leese 
William Lewis 
William Lister, M. D. 
Alexander Marcet, M. D. 
Joseph Hart Meyers, M. D. 
James Parkinson 
Thomas Paytherus 
John Pearson 
Geor ze Rees, M. D. 
John ‘Gibbs Ridout 
J. Squire, M. D. 
James U pton 
J. Christian Wacksell 
homas Walshman, ‘M. D. 
Robert Willan, M.D. 
Allen Williams 
James Wilson 
J. Yelloly, M.D. 
JOHN WALKER, 
Secretary to the Council, 





MEMOIRS of the late LORD NELSON, 
(Conel: cask dese Page 150.) 


Pusiic Funrrat or Lorp Viscount NELSON. 


Copied from the London Gazette, of Jan. 18, 1806. 


j ITHIN Ceuye wet sar the procession was: received by the 
right hon. the iord mayor of London, attended by the 
aldermen and sherifls s, und the deputation..from..the common 


council, 


The six carriages of the. deputation from the common council 
fell into the -procession. between the deputation of .the great 


commercial 
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commercial compenies of London, and the physicians of the 
deceased ;.a conductor on horseback being appointed to indi- 
cate the station. 

The carriages of the aldermen and: sheriffs fell into the pro- 
cession between ahe kniglats bachelors and the serjeants at lay; 
a conduetor on horseback being also there stationed for the pur- 
pose, as before. 

The right hon. the lord mayor, on horseback, bearing the 
city sword, was marshalled and placed in the procession between 
his royal highness the prince of Wales, and the herald ef arms, 
who preceded the great banner, in obedience toa warrant under 
his majesty’s royal signet and sign manual, bearing date the (th 
instant, directing garter principal king of arms to marshal and 
place the lord mayor of London, on the present oecasion, in the 
saine station wherein his lordship would have beeu placed if bis 
majesty had been present. 

When the head of the troops arrived at St. Paul's, the light 
companies egtered within the railing, drew up, aud remained. 
‘The rest of the colummp proceeded round St. Paul’s, dowu Cheap- 
side, along the Old Jewry, aiid Coleman-street, to Moorfields, 
round which they were formed and posted, ‘ 

The grenadiers quitted the column at St. Paul's, and entered 
within the railing. The light infantry lined each side of the 
space from the gate of the church-yard to the door ef the 
chureb. The grenadiers lined the great nave of the cbhureh on 
pach side, from the outer door to the place where’ the body was 
deposited, and from thence to the door of the cho. ‘The two 
corps (who had their arms xeyersed djtring the time of their se 
maining at St. Paul’s,) formed two deep tor that purpose ; and 
the 2d dragoons, in passing Si. Paul’s, left an officer and twenty 
men, who formed up, and remained within the outer gate of the 
iron railing. 

Upon arrival of the procession at St. Paul’s cathedral, the six 
conductors, forty-eight pensioners from Greenwich hospital, and 
forty-eight seamen and. marines of the Victory, ascended the 
steps, divided and ranged on each side, without the great west 
door; and the rest of the procession hawing alighted at the 
west gate of the church-yard, entered the church, and divided 
on either side, aceording to thé ranks; these who had pro- 
ceeded first remaining nearest the door. The officers of arms 
and the bearers of the banners, with their supporters,’ entered 
the choir and stood within, near the door; and all above and 
tnelading the rank of knights bachelors, as well as the staff of- 
fieers, and the naval officers who attended the ‘precession, had 
seats assigned to them ia the choir. ' The lord-mayor, with the 
aldermen and sheriffs, city officers, and deputation front the 

common. council oecupied their seats on ‘the north side ‘of ‘the 
ehoiy. Near thiv-entyuice of the cherch, the dedn ‘and peeben- 
6 daries, 
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dasies, attended by the eheir, fell into the procession immedi- 
ately after the great banner, and before the heralds who bore: 
the trophies; the choir singing the sentence in the office for bu- 
tial; “ Iau the resurrection and the life,” &ei swith the two fol4 
lowing sentences, and continuiag to sing until the body was 
placed in the choir. 
The body, having been taken from the funerat datj was borhé 
into the church and choir aecording to the following order : 
Riebmond herald. 
Supporter, 
Lieutenant Nicholas Tucker. 
Ture Great BANNER, 
_ Borne by Captain Robert Moorsom. 
Supporter, 
Lieutenant David Kéys. 
The gauntlet and spurs, borne by York Herald. 

Helm and Crest, Soiferset. herald. 

Target aud sword, ————— Lancastet herald. 

Suréoat, ———— Chestér herald. 

(The coroact on a black velvet cu-y 
Agentlenan Y ~ shion, borne. by Norroy king of | A gentleman 
 “dshior, i arms, in the absence of Clareti- \ usher. 
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Garter principal king of arms, 
(with his sceptre.) 


A gent. usher, A gent. usheg 


Crirr 
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Cuipr Movurnesr, 
Sapient tothe chief Sir P. Parker, Supporter to the chief 


mourner, bart. mourner, 
Adm. W. Lord Rad-  Admiral:of the» Admiral S. Viscount 
stock. tleet. Hood. 


Six assistant mourners, viz. 
Adm. Sir. BR. -Cartis, kt. and bart. Adm. Caldwell. 
Adan. Sir C,M. Vole, bart. Adm. R. R. Bligh. 
Vice-Adm. C. P. Hamilton. Vice-Adm. C. L. Nugent. 
Windsor herald, acting for 


; : . A gent. usher, 
Norroy king of arms. © 


A gent. usher. 


The banner of emblems. 


Supporter, " Borne by Captain 'T. M. Hardy, Supporter, 
Lieut. G. M. and Captain, Henry William Lt. Andrew 
Bugh. , -Bayntun, King. 

* Relations of the deceased, viz. . ,. 
Horatio Nelson, Esq. com- William fear! Nelson, sole bro- 
monly called, Viscount ther and heir. 
Merton, 1 nephew, 
Geo. Matchum, ¢sq, nephew. _ Tho. Bolton, esq? nephew. 


G. Matchain,e:q, brother inlaw. T. Bolton, esq. brother in law. 
Rev. Robert Rolfe, 
Thomus T. Berney, Esq,. d. x aes 
Hon. Horatio Walpole, ¢ “O'S 
Hoa.-Georg: » Wal: vole, : *. 4 
The remainder Of, the proet sion followed inthe order as before 
Marshalled: 

The chicf mourner, his-two supporters and_train-bearer were 
seated on chairs near the body, on the side nearest*the altar 5 
and the six assistant mouruers, four supporte rs of the pall, and 
six supporte rs of the c aflopy, owstools on each side. 

The relations aiso near them in the choir; and garter was 
seated near the chief imOarner. 

Tae body, when pk Ged i in the choir, was not covered with the 
pall, nor the ca: 1opy bafne over it; the rale in that respect being 
dispensed with, for thésreason be fore-nentioned. The banne- 
rolis were borne on each side the body. 

The oilicers of the Qavy, and the staff officers commanding 
the troops, were seace d near the altar. 

‘Phe carpet aad cushien (on which the trophies were after- 
wards to be deposited,) were laid by tf geavemaa usher: whe 
e.rried thein, on a table pleced near the grave, which was  un- 
der the centre of the dome®, and behind tie place which was to 
be tacre vecupicd by the chief tourncr 

The coroact and cushton borne by Norvoy ! king of arms, in 
the xbsence of Clarenceux, was laid on the body. 

During 
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During the service in the choir, an anthem suitable to the oe- 
casion was sung; and at the conclusion, a procession was made 
from thence to the grave, with the banners and bannerolls as 
before; the officers of arms preceding with the. trophies; 
the body borne and attended as before: the choir singing 
« Man that is born of a woman,” &e. and the three following 
scitences. The chief mourner, with his supporters, and near them 
Garter, had seats at the east end of the grave; the train-bearer 
stood behind the chief mourner, and near him, the relations of 
the deceased. At the opposite end sat the right rey. the lord 
bishop of Lincoln, dean of the cathedral, attended by three ca- 
iions residentiaries. A supporter of the pall stood at each 
angle. ‘The assistant mourners, supporters of the canopy, and 
bearers ot the bannerolls, on either side. On the right of the 
dean were the chaplains; on the left, the ofhcers of the house 
hold of tue deceased. The great banner was borne on the 
north, the banner of the deceased, asa knight of the bath, on 
the south of the grave; the standard and guidon behind the 
dean; the banner of emblems behind the chief mourner ; the 
trophies in the angles. 

‘hen the dean read “ Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty 
God,” &c. then the choir sung part of an anthem, “ His body 
is buried in peace ; but his name liveth evermore.” 

The service at the interment being over, Garter proclaimed 
the style ; and the comptroller, treasurer, and steward of the 
deceased, breaking their staves, delivered the pieces to Garter, 
who threw them into the grave. 

Upon a signal given from St. Paul's that the body was depo- 
sited, the troops being drawn up in Moorfields, the artillery fired 
their guns, and ‘the infantry gave vollies, by corps, three times 
repeated. 

The interment ended, the standard, banners, bannerolls, and 
trophies, were deposited oa the table beiad the chief mourner ; 
and all persons iu the procession retired. 

During the whole of this solemn ceremony, the greatest or- 
der prevailed throughout the metropolis ; and, as the remains of 
the much-lamented hero proceeded along, every possible testi- 
mony of sorrow and of respect was manifested by an immense 
concourse of spectators of all ranks. From the admiralty to 
the cathedral, the streets were lined with the several volunteer 
corps of London and Westminster, the militia and many other 
military bodies, both cavalry and infantry. 





On the USE of SEA-COAL in LONDON FIRES. 


MONG the desiderata of antiquarian research we have yet 
to notice many of those minute details by which alone the 
Vol. 46. 2C familiar 
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fainifiar lives atid domestic ‘economy of our ancestors ate laid 
“open. , 

The use‘of sca-ddal, ‘though ‘a matter of no vast iniportance 
‘in regittd to its history, undoubtedly deserves notice in a papér 
Hike ‘this. ‘The complaints of its unhealthy tendency, it will be 
fotind, have been made’ in almost every period since its intro- 
‘duction; and though in these days a sulticient ‘substitute could 
Not ‘easily be found, its pernicious efuvia might hot be an ob- 
ject f6tally unworthy the consideration of medical’ men. 

Mr. Perinant, in whose works we freeuently see a strong pre- 
“ilectibh for Welsh “atitiquitiés, asserts, “ That coals were 
‘kiown'to' the Britons befdie ‘the arrival of the Romans, who 
‘atl not even a hdine for'theth : yet Theophrastus describes them 
‘very accuratély at leust thrée centuries before the time of 
“Cesir, arid even says that they wefe used by workers in brass, 
Tt’is highly probable thatthe ‘Britotis made use of them. Itis 
cértain ‘they had a primitive name for this fossil, that of glo: 
dnd asa farther proof Imay add, that'a flint-axe, the instru- 
ment’ of the aborigives of our iskind, was dis¢overed stuck 
jn certain veins of coal, exposed to-day in Craig-y-Pyer in 
Moniiouthshire."-—(Tour in Wiles, London, 1778, 4to, p. 16.) 

Anoflier of our writers, whose work in iustration of ancient 
manners has long been valuéd, runs into a different extreme. 
Bishép Fleetwood (Chron. Preciosutn, ed. 1707, p. 118) says, 
« That, whenever coals are mentioned in old accompts, we are 
‘to understaid charcoal, arid not séa-coal, which has not been 
in common use (as well as L can guess) ah hundred and fifty 
‘yeurs, at least not in London; though | find them in Matthew 
Pirie’ undér the naine of carbo marinus, in the time of Menty 
ITI. in additament.” R 

The application of coal (or carbo, as it is called in the Latin 
of the middle ages) to chitéoal seems‘correct ; since wherever 
8éa-coal occurs, Césho has usually the adjunct of marinus: as 
in the wardrobe-accompts of the @S8th of Edward 1. 1300, 
where carbones ntarini occur ambtg' the garrison-stores of Rox- 
borough-Castle. 

[In 1234. when Henty TH. confirmed the charter of ‘his father 
to Newcasife-upon-Tyne, he cave the téwhsmecn, on their sup- 
jlication, licence to dig coals dnd stones in the cominon soil 
without the walls, calléd the Castle Moor, and to Gonvert them 
to their own profit, in aid of their fée-farm rent of an hundred 
pounds a-year. “ This,” ‘says Dr. Anderson, “‘is the first 
mention of coals dag at Neweastie, which were tren probably 
confined as fuel to the use of the town ; for the city of London 
had At iat fime, as miy be esily gathered from the Doinesday 
Survey, so many woods and copses round it, and the carriage 
both by iand and water was so cheap, that coals frou: Neweastle 
would have been far more expensive than the wood and turf- 
fucl from its own neighbourhood, The 
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The historiographers of London relate, that, in Edward. b's 
reign, sea-coal was in so much request with several of the city- 
trades, as diers, brewers, &c. that, on the complaint of the nobi- 
lity and gentry that they could not go to Tondon on account of 
the noisome smell and thick air, the king issued a proclamation, 
forbidding the use of it, even in the suburbs, on pain of fine, 
loss of furnaces, &c.—Those trades, howeyer, finding the scar- 
city and price of wood-fuel daily increasing, discoyered it was 
“till their interest to use sea-coal ; and, notwithstandipg tae pro- 
hibition, entered on the trade with Newcastle. In 1357 the 
townsmen’s licence to dig coal was increased bya special grant 
from the crown of the soilin which they had before oaly. liberty 
jo. dig; andin 4579 the trade had grown so considerale, that 
Edward III. imposed a duty of sixpence a ton, each quarter of 
the year, on all ships from Nevweastle laden with coals. Sugh 
was the introduction of sea-coal to common yse. Mr. Evelyn, 
in his Fumifygium, written io the reign of Charles [L. proposed 
the remoyal of such trades as required great fires five or six 
miles out of London, towards Greenwich; also of slaughter- 
houses and tallow-chandlers ; and ta plant fragrant nurseries and 

ardens in the low-grounds round the city. But whatever pro- 
jects may hereafter arise, it is to be feared sea-goal will stall 
maintain its ground. 





INTERESTING TRIAL 


COURT of COMMON PLEAS. 








Sittings at Nisi Prius before the Lord Chief Justice Maus- 
Sield, and a Special Jury, Uebruary 20. 


CGURTS MAR TIA L. 
Moore v. Bastrarp. 


\ R. Serjeant Shepherd stated that the plaintiff in this action, 
& Francis Moore, Esq. was lately colonel of the Bedford- 
shire militia, and he sought, through the gentlemen who were 
pow impanpelled for the purposes of justice, less ta recover pe- 
cuniary recompence for the injury he had sustained, than to 
vindicate hishonour and rectitude, and to prevent the attachment 
tg his character, of that opprobious intereace, to which the 
conduct towards him, of the parties against whom he appealed, 
was likely to give rise. 

The defendant, John Pollexten Bastard, esq. was colonel of 
the Devonshire militia, and was selected to bring this action 
against, as being the president, and, theretore, yest promincnt 
eonstituent, of a court martial, all the members of which were 
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really no less implicated than he was, in the offensive measures 

which the plaintiff complained of. 

The regiment of which the plaintiff was coloncl, was in a state 
of some confusion and dissention, in April last, at the period 
that he, after having been some time absent, rejoined it at 
Exeter ; and in consequence of a disregard to an order, which 
he found it expedient to issue, for the purpose of restoring re- 
gularity, the plaintiff preferred a charge against some of the of- 
ficers in that channel, which led to the appointment of a court 
martial; for the investigation of their condact. 

The members of the’ court entered upon their fonctions at 

Exeter, in August, and the prosecutor adduced the evidence he 
thought necessary to substantiate the charges he had preferred. 
In the course of the evidence, one of the witnesses (Serjeant 
Warden, who was called by the prosecutor), in reply to an in- 
terrogatory of the court, as to the particular'officers present at 
the reading of a certain regimental order, méntidned, amongst 
others, the name of Captain Gastin. Whien he had given his 
testimony, he recollected that Captain Gastin really was nat 
present ; and mentioned to the counsel retained by the prose- 
cutor, that he feared he had been guilty of inadvertence in 
mentioning that gentleman’s name with tie others, and wished 
he might have en opportunity of explaining ; but the counsel 
considered it too trifling a circumstance to trouble the court 
with. However, as the evidence was proceeded in, Captain 
Trelawny, an officer*of the regiment, stated; ‘that Captain Gas- 
tin was on leave of absence, at the tiine the serjeant had repre- 
sented him to have been present at the reading of: the regimen- 
tal order, and did not rejoin the regiment until several days 
after; and this was proved by the return books. The contra- 
diction of-evidence immediately struck the court as resulting 
from perjury on the part of Serjeant, Warden, and subornation 
on that of the prosecutor, Colonel Moore ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the explanation of the prosecutor's counsel, the president 
pronounced that the serjeant should be immediately committed 
to the guard-house, and the colonel put under arrest for having 
proceeded with the examinationn of a witness, whom he knew 
to have made a false deposition. Colonel Moore was, there- 
fore, conducted to his lodgings, and kept under close ‘arrest 
from Saturday until Monday, when a letter from the court in- 
formed him, that for the remainder of the time that he would 
continue under arrest, he might consider himself a prisoner at 
large, 

‘This was the case on the part of the plaintiff, on which he 
grounded the plea of false imprisonment, in that he had not sub- 
Jected himself to the punishment, nor had the court martial the 
power to inflict it, 
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In the course of the evidence, which was then called to prove 
the case, 

Lord Chief Justice Mansfield took occasion to observe, upon 
the assumption of the tact by Mr. Serjeant Best (for the de- 
fendant), that: courts martial had the power of committing per- 
sons into confinement; that it was a mistaken notion, and that 

“nosuch diserction was delegated tothem. By the 19th article 
of war, authority, it is true, is given to courts martial to commit 
persons, who, by an impropriety of conduct, may disturb or in- 
terrupt their proceedings, but no power was given to them ar- 
bitrarily to commit witnesses ; nor did even this court possess so 
great an authority. 
- Mr. Serjeant Best, addressing the jury, observed, that the 
‘teserve'of experienced and respectable witnesses which he had, 
expecting to have availed himself of their evidence, would not 
now benefit the defendant’s case, as the high law authority, the 
chief justice of this court had just decided that courts martial 
had no authority to put persons under arrest. His ground’ of 
defence was, therefore, narrowed ; but the jury would take into 
‘their’Gonsideration, that the defendant and his compeers, in‘ex= 
ercising & power which it was now determined they were not 
invested with, had fallen into an error which had prevailed, and 
‘that universally, during the memory of the oldest witness whom 
it would be possible to produce. Should they fd a verdict for 
the plaintiff, this consideration would have weight with them in. 
‘estiinating damages. The possibility of any improper motive 
having existed to induce the steps taken by the gentlemen of 
the court martial, was not admissible, nor was it urged. “The 
defendant was tinknown to them, and in their conduet towards 
him, they were only led astray by a zeal, which it now seems 
was excessive, for the the good of the service in which they 
were engaged. 

Lord Chief Justice Mansfield reviewed the case; and said, 
that the verdict of the jury must be for the plaintiff, as the ar- 
rest, in this case, was totally illegal. Lt was rather stranee, he 
observed, that courts martial should think themselves autnorised 
to commit persons for perjury, or other offeuces, than those 
upon which they had themselves the powerof deciding and pu- 
nishing. He would ask, for how long, and where, they would 
commit persons, and how their authority was at all to be de- 
fined? If the statutes by which courts martial are regulated, 
had been properly atteuded to, no such idea could ever have 
been erttertained, with regard to the extent of their powers. 
His lordship thought the court had proceeded harshly with the 
plaintiff aud Serjeant Warden ; and i looking at the damages, 
the jury should consider how unpleasant and hurtful a situation 
itmust be to air offieer of rank, to be arrested on charges so se- 
rious as those which were alledged against him, 

The 
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The jury retived about a quarter of an hour, and brought m a 
verdict for the plaintiff, damages Sool. 





A British Officer's Account of his Visit to Syracuse. 


YRACUSE lies on the south-west part of the island of 
Sicily, and was once its capital, but is at present greatly re- 
duced. ‘The harbour is well defended by stwong batteries, and 
is‘extremely secure and capacious, The inna to which we were 
conducted by our pilot, and which | believe to be the only one 
in the town, had a most discouraging external appearance, but 
the accommodations were not to be complained of; the Jand- 
lord is a priest; but from the extravagance of his bills | should 
much doubt of his being a conscientious one: we gave him, 
however, what we understood to be reasonable, with which, 
though he affected to murmur, I dare say he was in reality well 
gatished. 

The principal objects shewn as curiosities here, are the church 
of St. Lucia, the well of Arethusa, and the cave of Dionysiys : 
six large pillars, the relicts of a temple formerly dedicated to 
Minerva, form part of the present church of St. Lucia, the 
front of which = orale me as a beautiful piece p& architecture 
more than any thing I had ever seen. In the church are some 
antiques, which I did not think very curious, though they are 
preserved wiih great care, and shewn with equal ostentation by 
‘the priests, The well of Arethysa was formerly supposed to 
possess the power of inspiring courage, and the inhabitants are 
said constantly to have crank of it priar to their going te war ; 
#t present jt has the appearance of a common horse pand, and 
{ should hardly think it retains any of its heroic particles, at 
feast if it does, | suppose the application must be extegnal, for 
when I saw it there were standing in it about thirty old women, 
washing a sufficient quantity of dirty linen to cause what Fal- 
staff calls “ q villainous compound of horrid smells.” The 
cave of Dionysius ig said to have been a prison excavated ip 
the rock by order of that tyrant whose name it bears, aud se 
constructed as to enable him to hear, from an apaytment ayer 
the door, the lowest whisper; and as these whispers were gene~ 
rally murmurings at his oppression, they were followed by the 
severest punishmeuts that ipgenuity could deyise or barbasity 
inflict. 

We intraduced ourselves to the inhabjtants of Syracuse in a 
manner which, unexplained, would stamp us as che most un-+ 
blushing mortals that England, er even her sistey kingdom 
(more remarkable for that species of modest assurance), ever 
produced. After geiting our.dinner at the inn, we enquired pf 
our host if there were apy pabiia amusements, and, as well as 
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ve could interpret his language, understood that they were all 
suspended on account of the funeral of a nobleman, which was 
totake place that evening. We accordmgly sallied forth wit 
the intention of secifig the procession and ceremtony, and soon 
finding a house at the deor of which were ‘a naiber of ‘car- 
fiages, flambeaux, &c. we boldly entcred, nothiug doubting but 
that the body was there lying in stite; but upon being shew 
into a room, we were thunder-strack to find ‘a large party as 
merty as heart could wish, aud doing ample justice to a stmp=- 
tuous supper. We were instantly and most politely weiconved 
by the owner of the house, whom we learnt to be the margftis 
de Castalentini ; the marquis dé Gargallo, governor of the 
toivn, also introduced himself to us, and requested we would 
dine with hiin on the following day: they fuither desired ‘to 
Condiict us, after supper, to the house ot another nobleman, 
Whiere there would be a couversazione, or rout. To this we at- 
cordingly went, and were again most politely réceived. Thete 
Were assembled more than an lndred people of both sexes, 
Who sung, played at Cards, and danced, ‘tilt a late hour. We 
how learned that our landlord liad intended to’explain to us that 
tliere Was no apera or other public amitscthdnt, on acciduat 
the death of the hereditary princess of Naples, for whom this was 
the last day of public mournitig. - 
Here we met with a captain of the British navy, whose vessel 
was then lying in the harbour, who gave a public breakfast oft 
board ilie following morning, at wiiich were present most of 
the principal inhabitants, and ainongstthein several very pretty 
women. At the governor’s dinner, which followeil close upon 
the heels of the breakfast, were upwards of forty persoas: the 
table was furnished with a number of made-dishes, and a very 
large assortinent of painted boards ; it was in fact so little to uty 
taste, that 1 secretly coitgratulated mysclf upon having secured 
& hearty breaktast. The governor, however, is-a than of very 
polished manners, and is the saine pefson who, afew years since, 
so vallantiy defendéd the capital of the islind df Elba agaist 
the French. A Fééneh general and his aid-de-cainp were also 
at table; the torinér had lost aleg in Egypt: they were pleasant 
iven. The dinner (1 ihean the'eatiny) lasted full threc hours, 
When the company rose and separaied.—In the evening we 
again weiit to the conversazione, aud were again most politely 
received and agreeably cniertaiaed. 








LITERARY ANECDOTES. 


JICHARDSON, the author of Clarissa, says in his letters, 
“ Parson Young sat for Pielding’s Parsoa Adams,” (not 
the author of the Night Thoughts, but a translator of sali ca- 


pacity) 
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pacity) “ aman he knew, and only made a little more absurd 
than he is known to be. ‘The best story in the piece is of him- 
self and his first wife. .In his Tom Jones, his hero is made ¢ 
natural child, because bis own first wife was such. Tom Jones 
is Fielding bimscif, hardened in some places, soficned in others, 
Lady Bellaston is an infamous woman of his former acquain- 
tance. His Sophia is again his first wife. Booth, in his last 
piece, is again himself. Amelia, even to her moselessness, is 
again his first wife. His brawls, his jars, his gaols, his 
spgnging houses are all drawn from what he has scen and 
known.” 

Richardson was subject to an unpleasant diffidence, when 
mixing with the world atlarge. The following mention of this 
failing, in one of his letters to Lady Bradshaigh, will be found 
to convey a lively idea of the author’s manner: “ You will 
find a man looking directly foreright, as passengers would ima- 
gine, but observing all that stirs on either hand of him, without 
moving his short neck; a regular, cven pace; stealing away 
ground rather than seeming to rid it; a grey eye, too often 
overclouded by mistinéss from the head ; by chance lively, very 
lively if he sees any he loves. If he approaches a lady, his eye 
is never fixed first on her face, but on_her feet, and rears it up by 
degrees, seeming to set her down as so; or so,” 

is nervous disorders,, brought on by application, embittered 
his last years, and hastened lus death. Extreme temperaiice, 
and the best medical aid, were both insuffidicnt to counteract 
the evils created by sedentary habits. 

Every writer bas his peculiar methods of composing. Ri- 
chardson professes to write without any regular system’: letter 
produced ictter ; and one incident gréw upon the consequences 
of another ; like the French flower-painter, who never plans 
his bouquet, but intermingles the rose, the tulip, and the jes- 
samine, as fancy prompts, or the powers of contrast prescribe. 
He wrote chiefly before breakfast, and held a small piece of 
board in his hand, on which he placed his paper. 

The most pleasing part of his character remains to be men- 
tioncd—unbounded generosity. He sent Aaron Hill a bun- 
dred pounds on an emergency ; ten pounds recovered from a 
suspicious debtor «t Dublin, he requests his friend to divide 
among his parishioners, in a hard and sterile season. When 
Boswell asked Johnson, what he recollecied of Mr. Richard- 
son? Jolimson’s memory iurnished him witn little to reply. It is 
to be lamented, that no triend was then empowered to whisper, 
“ Richardson bailed you from a pnson, when you were poor, 
sick, and hopeless !” “ 
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Natural History of the Slow-Legged Beetle. 


—— of this beetle was taken by the learned Mr. Baker, 
£\% amember of the royal society, amongst several others, 


out of atub in which there was only left the muddy: sediment, 


of rain water. It was put into spirits of wine, and in a few imi- 
nutes appeared to be quite dead. On being taken cut of this, 
it was shut up in a box, and deposited in a drawer, where it re- 
mained unnoticed ‘for more than two months. 


When Mr. Baker opened the box, at the end of this time, 
bé found that it was still alive and vigorous, though it appeared , 


to have taken no food during its whole confinement, and had 
received no ajr but what could be had in a very small and close 
box. It was again plunged in spirit, and for a much longer 
time than before, but at the end of a month afterwards was (in 
the same box) found again alive. From having thus existed 
three months without sustenance, and survived immersions that 
prove fatal to nearly all other iasects, Mr. Baker-began to fancy 
that this creature possessed powers of lite that were either alto- 
gether unknown, or at least very vuusual in the race. It was a 
third time immersed, and was suflered to remain all night in the 
spirits, but on the following day,after having been out a little 
while, it was as lively and active as if nothing extraordinary had 
taken place. 

It was now no more put into spirits, but was placed under a 
glass; and it lived there above two years and a half without 
having eaten any thing whatever. Food was indeed at different 
limes put to it, but this was never ia the jeast diminished; and 
for at least twelve months the little animal was entirely without 
aiiment. : 

The insect was usually observed with its head clese to the 
bottom of the glass, as if drawing in air; and on removing the 
glass it always appeared robust and vigorous, and attempted to 
runaway. In cold weather it becomes somewhat torpid. 








4 QUESTION, by 8. Phillips, late an Assistant in Mr. Chi- 
vers’s School, St. Austell, 


¢@ROM what’s underwritten fam’d artists expotnd, 
Phe name of a statesman thats greatly renowu d, 


x--y-+-72——4.5 

xy--v——114 
x*y*2?7== 4005600. 
Where the respective values of x,y,and z, shew the alphabe- 
tical places of the letters composing the name of this great 
statesman. ¥ 


Vol. 46. 2D Answer, 









q 
{ 
{ 
{ 













178 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
Answer, by Rusticus, of Awliscombe, to W, Bickham’s Rebus, inserted October 21, 


ECKLA will, if Iam right, , 
Your burning mountain bring to sight. 





Answer, by R. Perring, of Kingsbridge, to Devoniensis’s Rebus, inserted Jan. 6, 


HE beast, kind Sir, ’tis plain and true, 
Is what you meant, the harmless EWE, 


{<r We have received a similar answer from T, Trobridge, of Plymouth; 
H. Glasson, of Crowan; ]. Whittle, of Upway; W_ Engiand, and J. Wal- 
dron, of Lyme Regis; Rusticus, of Awliscombe; Palemon, and W. Var- 
coe, of Mevagissey; J Light, of Sherborne; J. Rowden, jun.of Heytesbury; 
J. Woodman, jun. of North Curry; T. Burseas, of Devonshire; P. Codd, 
of Dean Prior; J. Day, of Winborne; Thomas Coumbe, of St German’s; 
G. Hann, jun. of Stoke Abbot; G. A. F. Arden, of South Petherton; Cle- 
ricus, St. Austell], W. Bickham, jun. of Ashburton; and Adrianus. 





A CHARADE, éy T. Rutger, of Clowance. 


NGENIOUS riddlers, first produce, 
A something which is much in use; 
My second if you right explain, 
You'll find to be an evergreen: 
My trifling whole to me a treasure, 
I oft enjoy when at my leisure, 








A CHARADE, 4y.Palemon, of Mevagissey. 


M* firstexisted, Sirs, when all 
. The grandeur of this rolling ball 
In waters sunk from view; 
An English admiral*pray expound 
That sail’d the spacious world around, 
My whole’s a plant, adieu! 





A REBUS, by Devonrensis. 


Jewish king pray first define: 

A ttle of the god of wine; 
A prince of Cyprus next unfold, 
Who hung himself for love, ’tis told; 
A son of Neptune last explain, 
W’ho by fam’d Hercules was slain: 
Ye bards, combine the imstials true, 
A Jewi-h month will come to view. 


_—— kk a 


A REBUS, by R Perring, of Kingsbridge. 


Warrior great you'll first explain, 
That was by beauteous Paris slaing 
And next, ye gents, that youth define, 
That toa deffodil did pine ; 
Ui; sses’ son add last by Penelope, 
dis father’s Joy, his mothes’s hopes 
My busy whole ts often seen 
On stony plam, or verdant green, 


POETRY. 
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The BULWARKS of BRITAIN. 
WRITTEN ON NEW YEAR’S DAY, 1806, 


RITANNIA see! how each revolving year 
Proves thee the mistress of the wat’ry sphere, 

Another’s fled; and midst its rapid flight 
Hast th ou not prov’d thy naval strength, thy might? 
Thou hast: with pride Trafalgar’s name I write, 
And Strachan’s conquest, and great Nelson’s fight, 
The western wave in Gallic blood is dy’d; 
Amidst her surge, and on her rolling tide, 
Old Englanda’s thesare scatter’d far and wide. 
Nelson! thou first ot cotets, best prop that e’er 
Supported Britain mids a dubious war; 
Immortal nime! by deeds immortal won, 
Ended in conquest, asit first begun ; 
Thy life—whose deeds have brighteo’d England’s page, 
Glory of this, and boast of ev’ry age; 
O godlike hero! congu’ring thou hast bled, 
Thou pride of Albion! of her foes the dread! 
Thou favour’d chict! old Nile retains thy fame; 
Denmark has trembled at thy dreaded name, 
Trafalgar! here L heave a patnot’s sigh, 
I mourn the hero, boast the victory. 
But would some pen, some pen inspired tell 
How thou hast cong’ring liv’d, how conqu’ring fell, 
But words are weak—can eloquence attain? 
No: erudition’s made the attempt in vain. 
Howe! let thy name add beauty to my lay, 
With praise I write the great, the glorious day, 
Wohen vanquish’d Frerchmen, then no longer proud, 
Yiclded to Britons, and to Britons bow’d. 
Duncan! | need not to Batavia say, 
Nor to her memory recall the day 
When, venerable warrior valiant, brave, 
Thou dash’d her sons indignant ‘neath the wave. 
Bat these are fallen, Lo! Britannia sighs 
That deeds like their’s should not immartalize. 
She weeps: such losses who unmov’d can bear? 
All to their memory consecrate a tear. 
? Vis not despair that damps Britannia’s eye; 
’Tis gratitude, respect, that heaves the sigh, 
She yet has heroes, heroes not a few, 
As brave, as valiant, as e’er ocean knew, 


Thou foul usurper of a princely throne! 
Whtch vice, which fraud, which perfidy have won, 
Boost not, barbarian! "cause thy rival's slain, 

Nor think thee foremost on the lists of fame. 
Remewber Acre! Think on Sydney’s arm, 
Aod canst thou rest secure from each alarm? 
No, tyrant, tremble! when thine eye shilt meet, 
In Egypt's clime, thy base, thy foul defeat; 
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Thou vainly boasled an unconquer’d flag, 
Which British valour castto earth a rag. 
But here again the muse feels cause to mourn— 
Reflection points to Abercromby’s urn. 
O sacred name! How oft, by thee inspir’d, 
Has warlike ardour every bosom fir’d ! 
How oft hy thee have British troops !ed on, 
Acqutr’d fresh glory, and tresh laurels won. 
Vicr’ry and conquest pav'd the paths he trod, 
And death but join’d him tothe living Ged. 
Hood! let thy name with emalation fire 
Each patriot youth, and bid their souls aspire 
To deeds like thine, at once heroic, brave, 
To fight, to congues, and the conquer’d save. 
Jervis! thy deeds without my verse will shine 5 
And future aves will tu thee afizn 
A place conspicuous in warlike tame ; 
Thousands uaboru shail tisp thy honour’d name; 
Bow then thine head, let Ea, jand round it twine, 
Favours, St. Vincem, honourably thine. , 
Bridport! thou claim’st a thanktu) pauon’s praise; 
Let then my pena generous tribute raise, 
To thee, shou ,uardian of thy country’s laws, 
Thou brave asserter of her injur’d cause ! 
Co-nwallis lives; and in his breast a Hame, 
Fii’d by ambition, fann'd by love of fame, 
Hath taught proud Gaul to venerate the might 
Of Alb.on’s prowess, and her sons in fight. 
I hail thee Collingwood—thy honour’d name 
By martiait deeds allied to noble fame. 
Live, conqu’ring live, the guardian of our coasts 5 
Butannia sull in thee a Nelson boasts, 
Was | the guardian of the tree ot fame 
On its fair vranches I wouid gild the name 
Ot Elpkinstoa, Northesk, and Strachan, you 
OF Warren, Hotham, ano of brave Pellew. 
But allare heroes, every Brivash tar 
Has rode iumpoant in Beilona’s car. 
Neprune to boylaad hath nis trident left, 
And Mars hath sanction’d and confirm’d the gift, 
Sha!l Britons stauit? No: the boasted name 

f ocean’s sovereign she'll with pride retain; 
She'll prove to woilds, whatever tate befalls, 
Britons strong bulwai:ks are her wooden walls. 


Camborne, Ca nu ad. 








SONNET to MUSIC. 


WEET governess of sounds! thou canst controul 
The jarring passions, thro’ the list’ning ear! 
Ev’n anger passes in his mad career, 
And owns thy magic influence o’er the sou! ! 
Backward wrath’s ebbing tide begins to roll; 
Griet’sclouds disperse; the mental sky grows clear; 
Joy’s coruscations cheer despair’s dark pole, 
And hope and light, at thy approach, appear. 
3chold yon humble minstrel of toy band, 
Whose pipe resounds along the echoing street; 
Tho? void ot sight, yetskilfulis his hand, 
And tender ts the tune he plays, and sweet; 
Tlis heartis blithe, his countenance is bland— 
O happy art! that can misfortune cheat! 
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